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Deputy Premier
Minister for Education
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1 Treasury Place
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2 September 2021
Dear Year 12 student,
I'm writing to thank you all for your extraordinary efforts and patience as we grapple with coronavirus
(COVID-19) and the challenges it brings.
You have done an amazing job in adapting to these strange and difficult times. I'd also like to take this
opportunity to thank your parents, carers and families - for being your support squad, all while dealing
with the effects the pandemic has had on their own lives.
I recognise that this year and 2020 have been school years like no others, and the disruptions have
been profound. This is especially the case for you as part of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Class of 2021.
Victorian students, and their parents and carers, are rightly concerned about you completing your
school years and graduating with a VCE or VCAL to mark the significant achievement of completing
your schooling.
As you know, we announced a vaccination booking blitz dedicated for final year school students, their
teachers and for VCE exam supervisors and assessors.
The blitz will begin on 7 September and continue until 17 September. During the blitz, final year
students, their teachers and VCE exam supervisors and assessors will have access to a dedicated
appointment booking hotline and priority timeslots to attend their vaccination appointment at a
vaccination centre.
Final year students will also be able to book their second dose via the dedicated phone line, dedicated
just to you which will help you book in faster and minimise disruption to your studies. Details will be
sent on Friday with the number and bookings will open on Monday 6 September.
To help if you have questions, the Department of Health is hosting a live webinar for final year high
school students, their families and educators to provide information on COVID-19 vaccination. You can
join the free webinar on Friday 3 September, 4.00-5.00pm via this link (no need to register).
Topics covered include:
•
Vaccines, development and safety
•
Accessing and consenting to a vaccination
•
How to book an appointment
•
Q+A with the panel
This event will be held via Microsoft Teams Live. For access information, see here. Vaccine eligibility
for all Victorians aged 16 years and over has now opened and thousands of students have already
booked appointments.
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